Additional Prayer for the intercession of and for the canonization of the “Saintly Six” (African
American candidates for sainthood), from Michael R. Heinlein, ed., Black Catholics on the Road to
Sainthood:

Lord God, you are praised, adored, and loved through the lives and example of your
servants. May it please you to work wonders by the intercession of these servants through
whom your glory shines. In them we see humanity’s true greatness, a sign of your favor and
blessing. Through them we are drawn more deeply into the mystery of your Son’s saving
love.

Even as we pray that the Church will one day
designate them as canonized saints, may their
witness bring transformation to our lives.

Like Mother Mary Lange, may our faith shine
brightly amid hardship so that we will trust always
in your providence. Like Julia Greeley, may our
hope remain intact despite the darkness and pain
in our lives. Like Pierre Toussaint, may our hearts
be aflame with charity for all your children. Like
Father Augustus Tolton, may we be instruments of
unity and reconciliation, not embittered by our
sufferings. Like Mother Henriette Delille, may we
persevere in our calling, no matter the obstacles,
so that we may serve all in your name. Like Sister
Thea Bowman, may we sing your wonders
tirelessly, to greatest and least alike.

And above all else, Lord, help us to follow your Son
each day. Through him, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit, may we come to worship you with all
the angels and saints for ever and ever. Amen
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Additional Prayers:

Good and gracious God, who loves and delights in all people, we stand in awe before You, knowing

that the spark of life within each person on earth is the spark of your divine life.

Differences among cultures and races are multicolored manifestations of Your Light.

May our hearts and minds be open to celebrate similarities and differences among our sisters and

brothers.

We place our hopes for racial harmony in our committed action and in Your Presence in our

Neighbor.
May all peoples live in Peace.
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God,

You are the source of human dignity, and it is in your image that we are created.

Pour out on us the spirit of love and compassion.

Enable us to reverence each person, to reach out to anyone in need,
to value and appreciate those who differ from us,

to share the resources of our nation,

to receive the gifts offered to us

by people from other cultures.

Grant that we may always promote
the justice and acceptance
that ensures lasting peace and racial harmony.

Help us to remember that we are one world and one family.
Amen.
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