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For Immediate Release
Diocese of Orange honors 117 vietnamese martyred in 

brutal Catholic Persecution
Nearly 10,000 Vietnamese Parishioners are Expected to Join in the 
27th Annual Celebration

ORANGE, Calif., (November 14, 2006) – The Most Rev. Tod D. Brown, Bishop of Orange and the Most Rev. Jaime Soto, Auxiliary Bishop of Orange will participate in a procession in tribute to the Vietnamese Martyrs followed by a celebration of the Eucharist at the University of California at Irvine Brent Event Center Sunday, November 19, at 9:00 a.m. These 117 martyrs, canonized by Pope John Paul II in 1988, were killed during the persecution of Catholics in Vietnam from 1798 until 1861. It is estimated that more than 100,000 Vietnamese Catholics were slain during this bloody period. 
“I am privileged to again honor the sacrifice and courage of these many holy Martyrs. They gave themselves readily in defense of their beliefs and faith. The Vietnamese Martyrs serve as an inspiration to live one’s faith completely and give without reservation,” said Bishop Brown.  
This momentous community event takes place each year prior to the feast day of the Vietnamese Martyrs, which is the 24th of November. The event draws thousands of Vietnamese throughout Southern California dressed in the traditional Ao Dai. The festivities this year will include hymns sung in both Vietnamese and English, a video presentation and theatrical depiction of “The Sacrifice of Our Martyrs”, a procession within the hall and the celebration of the Eucharist.
“The persecution suffered by Catholics in Vietnam is a very important part of our history and identity. I look forward to our community uniting in observance of this feast day, recalling past struggles and looking toward a promising future together,” said Most Rev. Dominic Luong, Auxiliary Bishop of Orange. 

History of Catholic Persecution in Vietnam:

The persecution of Catholics in Vietnam began in 1798 when King Canh, ‘Minh of the Nguyen dynasty, issued an anti-Catholic edict that identified Catholicism as a religious sect introduced by foreign powers to persuade the working class into revolt. In response to this edict the government directly attached the 37 parishes and seminaries established in Dinh Cat, Vietnam – demolishing structures and killing all parishioners present. More than 100,000 Catholics were martyred as a result of this edict. 
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